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THE ERA-NET SCHEME

ÅThe objective of the ERA-NET scheme is to 
develop and strengthen the coordination of 
national research programmes by providing a 
framework for actors implementing public 
research programmes to coordinate their 
activities or by mutually supporting joint calls for 
trans-national proposals.

Å4 Versions: FP 6 ERA-NET; FP 7 ERA-NET; FP 7 
ERA-NET +; H2020 ERA-NET Cofund
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THE ERA-NET SCHEME

An FP 7 ERA-NET is a financing instrument where:

ÁThe EC is paying coordination activities of the involved 
partners: e.g. meetings/conferences, mapping activities, 
establishment of databases, foresight activities, etc. 
ÁThe partner institutions (only public funding and 
managing institutions are eligible partners) 
Ácontribute via in kind involvement (person month, 
infrastructure, etc.)
Áfinance joint calls for research projects (in FP 7 ERA-NET 
without EC contribution)
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HISTORY

07 / 2006: HoU meeting DG RTD (ENV, KBBE, NMP) with FTP and WWN

05 / 2011: SCAR CWG Forestry   Kick off (14 countries)

06 / 2012: Publication of call text in WP 2013

10 / 2012: Writing session of core team in Barcelona

28 / 02 / 2013: Deadline proposal submission

22 / 05 / 2013: Start of project negotiation

12 / 12 / 2013: Grant Agreement signed

01/2014: Project start
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CONTEXT
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Global change

New challenges for multifunctional demands on European 
forest resources and their sustainable management

Europe forest
No common EU forest 
policy, currently it is 

fragmented, complex and 
sometimes contradictory

Wide diversity of 
ecosystems, tree species, 

different goods and services

Understanding of regional 
differences is needed

Mutual understanding of sustainable forest management and 
multifunctional forestry → solid basis for policy decision



ERA-NET SUMFOREST

KBBE.2013.1.4.-01
Sustainable Forest Management and Multifunctional Forestry

Funding Scheme: ERA-NET

Financial Instrument: Coordination action (CSA)

max. EC Contribution: 2 Mio. Euro

min. Nr. of Participants: 3 independent legal entities financing (ministries, 

regional authorities, ...) or managing (research councils, funding 

agencies, ...) publicly funded research programmes

Deadline: 28th February 2013
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ERA-NET SUMFOREST

Generally expected Impacts from 2013 ERA-NET Call

Åreduce fragmentation in the selected EU research area
(sustainable and multifunctional forestry)

Ådemonstrate innovation potential
(help the related sector – forestry – to draw on its innovation potential)

Åadopt a global approach
(participation of non EU countries is recommended)

Åstay active beyond the duration of the ERA-NET action
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OBJECTIVES OF SUMFOREST

In the area of sustainable forest management and multifunctional 
forestry , Sumforest aims at

ÅCoordinating European, national, and regional research 
programmes and priorities

ÅConnecting research institutions and centers of 
excellence

ÅStrengthening science – policy – practice interaction

ÅFostering innovation

ÅInternationalising European forest research
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SUMFOREST’S PARTNERS

ÅThe 23 Sumforest partners represent 18 countries in Europe
Å In addition there are 12 European observers
ÅThe Joint Transnational Call was additionally supported 

by another 6 countries (Belgium, Croatia, Belarus, 
Russia, Tunisia and Canada)

ÅSumforest is co-ordinated by the Austrian Ministry of 
Agriculture, Forestry, Environment and Water Management

ÅTotal cost: 2,17 MEUR; Duration: 2014-2017
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SUMFOREST’S PARTNERS
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SUMFOREST WORK PACKAGES AND THEIR INTERDEPENDENCIES
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WP 5 Joint research activities and joint call(s) 
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PROJECT MANAGEMENT STRUCTURE
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PROJECT MANAGEMENT STRUCTURE

ÅSteering committee: 
ÅAuthorised representatives from all ERA-NET partners and official 

observers

ÅChaired by the Project coordinator  

ÅDirects the Sumforest activities

ÅThe highest decision making body (all partners are represented)

ÅManagement Committee: 
ÅAll the WP Leaders

ÅChaired by the Project coordinator 

ÅResponsible for the management of current affairs 

ÅProject Coordinator: 
ÅMartin Greimel (BMLFUW)

ÅSupported by a dedicated Project Secretariat

ÅProvides managerial and logistic support, optimises all activities
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PROJECT MANAGEMENT STRUCTURE

ÅStakeholders Advisory Group:
ÅComposed by a wide range of Stakeholders 

ÅAvailable for consultation by the SC, the MC and WP Leaders

ÅTask Leaders:
ÅCarry out the tasks described in the WPs

ÅSupported by a Deputy Task Leader

ÅCall Secretariat:
ÅHandled all administrative issues around the joint call 

ÅCall Board:
ÅOne representative from each funding organisation

ÅWas the highest decision making body for all Call related issues
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MANAGEMENT AND STEERING COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Title Month
Sumforest
participant

Additional invited 
groups

Conjunction

WP 1
MC 

meetings

2; 6; 12; 17;
23; 29; 33; 

42; 46
MC members

WP deputy leaders 
and Task leaders 
may be invited

SC meetings

WP 1
SC 

meetings
2; 12; 23; 33; 

46
SC members

Observers may be
invited

MC 
meetings

WP 1
Final

Conference
46 All Open to the public

MC/SC 
meeting
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Å 9 MC meetings
Å 5 SC meetings in conjunction with MC meetings

Å Management and Steering committees have been hold in different locations
Å Arranged when possible, in conjunction with workshops or other meetings



WORKPACKAGE 2-5: WORKSHOPS AND MEETINGS

Title Month
Sumforest
participant

Additional invited 
groups

Venue

WP 2
WS on 

transnational 
priorities

17 All Partners Invited experts Warsaw

WP 3
WS on foresight
forpolicy needs

12
WP 3 Task and 

Deputy Task 
leaders

Invited EU policy
maker, stakeholders

Brussels

WP 4
WS on strategic

activities
23 All Partners

Invited research
experts

Paris

WP 5
2 Call board
meetings

26/33
All funding 

Partners of the Call 
Additional funding

partners
Brussels/ 

Bonn
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WORKPACKAGE 6: WORKSHOPS AND TRAINING SCHOOLS

Title Month
Sumforest
participant

Additional invited 
groups

Venue

WP 6
3 Sumforest -
Foresterra WS

7/21/2
3 

Sumforest MC 
members

Foresterra MC 
members

Krakow
/Rome/
Lisboa

WP 6
2 Russia –Eastern
Partnership WS 

11/17
Coordinator, WP 6 

Leader + T 6.1 
leader/deputy

Invited Russian and 
Eastern Partnership 

Partners

Kazan/ 
Minsk

WP 6
Sumforest

Training School 
Part 1 + 2

42/46
T 6.1 leader, 
Coordinator

Young researchers 
from Russia, EaP and 

North Africa

Minsk/ 
Barcelo

na
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WP2: MAPPING RESEARCH PROGRAMMES AND CAPACITIES

Objectives

ÅMapping of major on-going: research programmes, research 
activities, research groups, mobility programmes, and capacities

Deliverables

ÅD2.1 Summary report of mapping exercises and clustering 
initiatives (EFI)

ÅD 2.2 Country Reports on Forest Research Programmes, Actors 
and Capacities (FORMAS)

ÅD 2.3 Priorities for transnational needs and requirements to 
share research capacities (FORMAS)
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DELIVERABLES
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All deliverables available for download on the Sumforest website: www.sumforest.org 



WP3: MAPPING STRATEGIES, POLICIES AND POLICY NEEDS

Objectives

Å Improve the understanding of the EU forest-related policy 
framework

Å Identify knowledge and information needs by policy-makers

Å Identify knowledge gaps that need to be addressed by the 
scientific community

Deliverables

ÅD 3.1 European Forest Related Policies – A cross-sectoral review 
(EFI)

ÅD 3.2 The Sumforest Foresight Workshop on Emerging Issues in 
European Forest-Based Sector and Research Priorities (EFI)

ÅD 3.3 Future forest policy and policy makers knowledge gaps 
(BLE, BMEL)
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WP 4: STRATEGIC ACTIVITIES

Objectives

ÅA joint strategic action plan as the basis for implementing joint 
strategic activities and transnational research projects; work 
based on the outcomes of WP2 and WP3

Deliverables

ÅD 4.1 Report from the Workshop on strategic activities (Ecofor)

ÅD 4.2 List of the Sumforest joint call topics (TAPIO)

ÅD4.3 Sumforest strategic action plan (MIPAAF)
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WP 4: STRATEGIC ACTIVITIES

Scope for the 1st joint Call 

ά{ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ forests for the society of the ŦǳǘǳǊŜέ 

ÅTopic 1: Comparative assessment of the sustainability 
performance of forest-based, other renewable and non-
renewable raw material-based value chains to inform policy 
decisions. 

ÅTopic 2: Risk resilient forest management -Adapting forest 
management regimes which incorporate risk assessment 
related to potential climate change impacts to inform policy 
decisions. 

ÅTopic 3: Investigation, appraisal and evaluation of trade-offs 
related to the provision of forest ecosystem services to inform 
policy decisions. 
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WP 4: STRATEGIC ACTIVITIES

Objectives

ÅA joint strategic action plan as the basis for implementing joint 
strategic activities and transnational research projects; work 
based on the outcomes of WP2 and WP3

Deliverables

ÅD 4.1 Report from the Workshop on strategic activities (Ecofor)

ÅD 4.2 List of the Sumforest joint call topics (TAPIO)

ÅD4.3 Sumforest strategic action plan (MIPAAF)
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WP 5: JOINT RESEARCH ACTIVITIES AND JOINT CALLS

Objectives

Å Implement, evaluate and refine the cooperation mechanisms in 
forest related research, developed in WP 4

ÅLong lasting coordination of forest related research for policy 
decisions

Å Joint funding of trans-national research activities

ÅOrganize a trans-national call

Deliverables

ÅD5.1 - MoU 1st Call signed (BLE)

ÅD5.2 - Documents for 1st Joint Call (BLE)

ÅD5.6 - List of selected research projects  1st Call (BLE)

26



FUNDED PROJECTS

27

FOREXCLIM Forests and extreme weather events: Solutions for risk

resilient management in a changing climate

2

ForRisk Forest density reduction to minimize the vulnerability of

Norway spruce and silver fir to extreme drought ςa risk

assessment

2

FutureBioEcon Sustainable future use of European forests for developing

the bioeconomy

1

REFORCE Resilience mechanisms for risk adapted forest management

under climate change

2

REFORM Mixed species forest management. Lowering risk, increasing

resilience

2

POLYFORES Decision Making Support for Forest Ecosystem Services in

Europe - Value Assessment, Synergy Effects and Trade-offs

3

BenchValue Benchmarking sustainability performance of value chains

using ToSIA, the Tool for Sustainability Impact Assessment

1

Project Acronym Project Title

Short information about the project

Topic



WP 5: JOINT RESEARCH ACTIVITIES AND JOINT CALLS

Objectives

Å Implement, evaluate and refine the cooperation mechanisms in forest 
related research, developed in WP 4

Å Long lasting coordination of forest related research for policy decisions

Å Joint funding of trans-national research activities

Å Organize a trans-national call

Deliverables
ÅD5.1 - MoU 1st Call signed (BLE)
ÅD5.2 - Documents for 1st Joint Call (BLE)
ÅD5.6 - List of selected research projects  1st Call (BLE)
ÅD5.3 - Guideline – Mobility programs at European level in the forestry 

sector (INIA)
ÅD5.8 - MoU for long lasting cooperation (BMLFUW pending)
ÅD5.9 - Monitoring Guidance  (FORMAS pending)
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WP6: INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION

Objectives
Å Active networking and communication with Russia and the Eastern 

partnership countries
Å Definition of joint EU-Russia research priorities
Å Summer school for young researchers from EaP and Russia and North 

African countries
Å Integrate the outcomes of Foresterra

Deliverables
Å D6.1 Research Capacities in the Russia-Eastern Partnership countries 

(EFI)
Å D6.3 EU-Russian-Eastern Partnership Research Priorities (EFI)
Å D6.4 Report from the Young Researcher Summer School (EFI pending)
Å D6.2 Synthesis report Sumforest – Foresterra (MIPAFF)
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WP7: SPREADING EXCELLENCE

Objectives

ÅEnsure awareness of Sumforest

ÅMaximize Sumforest’s impacts

ÅSupport the delivery of the results of the WPs

ÅPromote active contribution of each partner to the
ÅPlanned dissemination activities 

ÅSpread of information in its country

Tasks

Å7.1 Development of a communication strategy (Ecofor)

Å7.2 Website (SNS)

Å7.3 Dissemination of the major project achievement, important 
events and call publication, biannual newsletter (RCN, Ecofor)
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WP1: COORDINATION AND MANAGEMENT

Objectives

Å Internal service (organisation, information, communication, 
support)

ÅCommunication with the Commission and external parties

ÅReporting according to the provision of the Grant Agreement 
(Interim reports, Final report, Financial reports)
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